
MINUTES OF

HELLENIC CLASSICAL CHARTER SCHOOLS

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

HELD ON JULY 23, 2024 AT 9:30 a.m.

Members and Staff – via Zoom Conferencing

PRESENT

Charles Capetanakis Chairman

Harvey Newman Secretary
Nikolaos Leonardos Treasurer

Effie Lekas Member

Grazia Svokos Member

Dr. Liana Theodoratou Member

Bianca Rajpersaud Member

Nik Mathews Member

Christina Tettonis Superintendent

Joy Petrakos
Natasha Caban

Dena Capetanakis

ABSENT

Cathy Kakleas

Spiros Moustakas

Dean Angelakos
Stacy Kokkoros

Chief of Operations

Principal HCCS-PS

Director of Community & Engagement

Principal HCCS-SI
Member

Member

Operations Manager

Mr. Capetanakis chaired the meeting. Joy Petrakos acted as recorder. There were eight

Board members present at the Board meeting as such having quorum.

The first item on the agenda is the approval of the minutes of the meeting on June 28,

2024. On a motion made by Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. Leonardos, the minutes were

unanimously approved.

Mrs. Tettonis stated that we are presently servicing children in our summer school
programs. She thanked Mrs. Kakleas, Mrs. Caban, Mrs. Petrakos, Mrs. Capetanakis and all the
teachers/staff that have been working hard to coordinate a comprehensive summer school

program. There is an enrichment program right after summer school. There are also incoming
eighth graders that have the opportunity to prepare for Algebra with Mr. Wong. We are also

planning for next school year. The NYSED instructional reports for ELA and Math have been

received and are being reviewed. There will be additional details in my next report concerning
testing scores. The team has been interviewing for vacant teacher positions. This is an

incredible amount of work. Thank you to Mrs. Capetanakis for the work that she is doing with

the executive Boards on the P.T.A.'s of both schools putting together the calendars and
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working with both principals on their events for the new school year. There are big changes

coming and Mrs. Petrakos will be talking about all the upcoming fundraising events. We are

really excited. Mrs. Tettonis wishes everyone a wonderful summer.

Mr. Newman asked what is the attrition that we know of up to this point? Do we have a sense

of how many students will be returning? Mrs. Tettonis answered that we are fully enrolled in

both schools. Of course, there are usuallyasmall number of students who always move out of

state or move to schools closer to home during the summer. This is to be expected. As of right

now we are fully enrolled and we have a waitlist in both schools. Mrs. Petrakos states that

there are enrollment numbers in her report.

Mrs. Petrakos reports that she sent a preliminary budget to Mr. Capetanakis and Mr. Leonardos

that CSBM created based on the expansion revision that was approved along with our renewal
this year. Mr. Leonardos asked Mrs. Petrakos what additional rent expense can Park Slope

afford once we begin the expansion project to create temporary classes under the building until

a facility is built. The budget that CSBM prepared for us is based on the projected enrollment
per our charter revision to increase in year 2025-2026. The numbers are based on an

added class in each grade each year. The first year we added kindergarten and first grade (50
students). Basically, we will incur $100,000.00 in additional rental expenses in year 2025-
2026. It comes out to $8,500.00 a month. Mr. Leonardos asked how many students is this

based on? Mrs. Petrakos answered that this is based on 554 students in year 2025-2026.

Currently we have 498 students not including the eighteen Pre-K students. Mr. Leonardos
reports that the landlord feels comfortable to allow us to build in the parking lot five-six

classrooms. Of course the community will be losing their parking but they are looking to
accommodate us. This is the reason why Mr. Capetanakis and I need a preliminary budget to
see what the numbers are to pick up the discussion. Mr. Leonardos states that based on

information obtained from architects they did not say anything about not being able to build
temporary classrooms in the parking lot. The build out cost is not accounted for in this report.

Mrs. Petrakos expressed her concern for egress points and dismissal procedures. Mrs. Svokos
asked if there is a separate code for schools. Mr. Leonardos answers that there needs to be two

emergency exits. Mr. Newman states that we are investing time, energy and resources and we

need clarity on what direction we are going to take. There has to be a preliminary step to make

sure that all of the things that we are talking about will pass code whether or not we can

actually do this and require someone who knows how to do this and what the codes are to keep

the school going while students are in the building. Mrs. Petrakos and Mr. Leonardos

agreed. From what Mr. Leonardos understands it will not be a violation if we provide a

path. Mr. Newman wants to make sure the school meets all regulatory legal construction

educational requirements. He thinks it makes sense to hire someone to take on the liability to

assure us that it is safe to move forward. Mr. Leonardos agreed and stated that the landlord

said that it can be done. Specifically that there can be a leading to the street with at least two
doors where the students can exit.

Mr. Capetanakis adds that the more he thinks of this he does not see how this can be done

without the landlords requiring the corner property. Mrs. Petrakos stated that we have the five

year charter term to fulfill it. In the event that we want to extend it into the third year of the

charter term which would be 2026-2027 we may ask SED if we can do so. Mr. Leonardos adds
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