




























































































HCCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES June 29, 2021 

 

MINUTES OF 

HELLENIC CLASSICAL CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

HELD ON JUNE 29, 2021 AT 9:30 a.m. 

 
Members and Staff – via Zoom Conferencing 

 

PRESENT 

Charles Capetanakis     Chairman 

Harvey Newman     Secretary 

Nikolaos Leonardos     Treasurer  

Effie Lekas      Member 

Bianca Rajpersaud     Member 

Christina Tettonis     Superintendent 

Joy Petrakos      Chief of Operations 

Natasha Caban     Principal HCCS-PS 

Cathy Kakleas      Principal HCCS-SI 

Christina Portelos     Director of Finance & Operations 

Dena Capetanakis     Director of Community & Engagement 

Stacy Kokkoros     Business Administrative Assistant 

 

ABSENT 

Grazia Svokos      Member 

Dr. Liana Theodoratou    Member 

Dean Angelakos     Member 

Nik Mathews      Member 

 

Mr. Capetanakis chaired the meeting.  Joy Petrakos acted as recorder.  There were five 

Board members present at the Board meeting as such having quorum.   

  

The first item on the agenda is the approval of the minutes of the meeting on May 26, 

2021.   On a motion made by Mr. Leonardos and seconded by Mrs. Lekas the minutes were 

unanimously approved.  

 

 The second item on the agenda is the approval of the adoption of the budgets.  

 

Mr. Capetanakis asked if there were any questions on the budgets for the Chief of Operations.  

Mrs. Petrakos reported that they went through the budgets thoroughly and increased both 

budgets by three percent.  She stated that the per pupil allocation reflects an increase of about 

$720 per pupil in addition to the ESSER and ARP Grants, as noted in her report.  Mrs. Petrakos 

stressed that the pandemic impacted the budgets for the 2021 school year.  She continued to 

report that they gave all employees a 3% raise.  The School continues to pay for 93% of health 

benefits with the employee paying the remaining 7% percent even though the health benefits 

are slated to go up by 10%.  In addition, we are anticipating making the 401K match starting 
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FY22.  Mrs. Petrakos continued to report that no benefits were diminished for the school.  

NWEA, Teachers College to name a few will continue as in the past.  Mrs. Petrakos thanked 

the Board for their guidance. 

 

Mr. Newman asked if the staff were aware that the School assumed the health care costs?  Mrs. 

Petrakos answered that the staff was advised at the last faculty meetings and through an email 

from her.   

 

Mr. Capetanakis added that salaries had been frozen for the past 2 years.  He stated that the 

good news is the restoration of that and especially with the gap in health care benefit coverage, 

this is good news.  The budgets are healthy, he added.   

 

Mr. Newman asked if there is any news on the PPP forgiveness.  Mrs. Petrakos answered that 

the PPP forgiveness application was submitted in May for $1,279,500.  The Loan Source 

(entity that the loan was transferred to from Sterling Bank) has 60 days for their verifiers to 

review the application before it is submitted to the SBA.  After it is submitted, the SBA has 90 

days to review the application and come to a decision about our forgiveness.   

 

Mrs. Petrakos also stated that the auditors are continuing the interim audit prep. She added that 

we will most likely require a Single Audit this year.  This is an audit of a non-federal entity that 

expends $750,000.00 or more in federal funds in one year.  This will be an additional $10k in 

audit fees and additional audit testing. 

 

Mr. Leonardos motions to adopt the approval of the budgets.  Mr. Newman seconds the motion.  

There being no further discussion the motion carries unanimously. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Mrs. Tettonis began by thanking the Board for all of their help this difficult year.  She 

expressed how much it meant to the administration to have the Board’s support.  She also 

thanked her administration and staff of both schools, calling them Superheroes.  The teachers 

are amazing.  They taught in-person and remotely while physically in the building.  There were 

constant changes, and they were able to constantly adapt.   

 

Mrs. Tettonis continued to report that there were many graduations these past two weeks.  She 

congratulated all of the students for going to superb high schools. 

 

She reported that there is a lot to do in preparation for summer school and a smooth opening in 

September.  Both schools are already preparing curriculum mapping and units of study.  They 

are also hiring many teachers for both schools.   

 

In addition, Mrs. Tettonis mentioned that both Ms. Caban and Ms. Kakleas are distinguished 

principals.   

 

Amy Shore, from CEI sent the video trainings to the Board. 
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Mrs. Tettonis stated that they are submitting to SED the results of NWEA.  It was very 

challenging to test students during a pandemic, she reported.  They measured growth through 

Fontas and Pinell.  Mrs. Tettonis was pleased with the results.  According to the benchmark of 

the Fontas and Pinell, 100% of HCCS-SI students made progress and 88% of HCCS-PS 

students made progress.  In addition, our 8th grade students at HCCS-PS took the Living 

Environment Regents and had a 94% passing rate.   They also took the common core Algebra 

regent and 100% passed. All of these percentages are in the Superintendent’s report. 

 

Waivers were given to students for the Greek regents. 

 

Mr. Newman stated that if you look at the data you can make many interpretations.  Our 

schools tend to get students at an entry level of PreK or Kindergarten and tends to not add 

students at a later grade.  This impacts a lot of numbers.  In other districts there are immigrant 

students registering in all grades.  Likewise, yes we are comparing a final number but the 

elements that are going into creating the final number vary according to our special 

circumstances.   

 

Mrs. Tettonis stated that we are increasing our ELL and special education numbers.  She 

reported that HCCS-SI has had two open houses a month since September, 2020.  Mrs. 

Petrakos added that in her May report the numbers went up as well.  The school identified and 

accepted, in HCCS-SI 12 ELLS and 6 special education students.  In HCCS-PS, the School 

accepted 29 ELL students and 22 Special education students. What we are focused on is 

working to recruit and retain the ELL and special education student populations.  She stressed 

that our numbers have increased and these numbers might change by September as registration 

continues. The lottery preferences for our schools, Mrs. Petrakos added. 

 

Mr. Newman added that we should be proactive in three areas that have been identified: 

1 – recruitment of these unique populations 

2 - addressing instructionally of what our programs offer 

3 - the outcomes of these populations and how successful we are. 

 

Mrs. Tettonis reported that Mrs. Petrakos applied for a permit to close 18th street between 5th 

and 4th Avenue.  We received the permit. It was very successful.  We will be applying for next 

year. 

 

Mrs. Tettonis reported that we do not have any updates on students that want to stay remote in 

the Fall.  Mrs. Tettonis stated that at this time they have about 91 remote students.  She asked 

the Board if there is no waiver, do we continue to teach remote and how do we do that with a 

full classroom?  Mrs. Caban added that most of our 91 remote students are planning on 

transitioning back to in-person learning in September.  One specific family informed us that 

unless there is a vaccine available, they do not plan on returning.   

 

Mr. Leonardos asked if we are able to offer remote teaching in September.  Mrs. Petrakos 

answered that it is not a matter of being willing to do it, it is a matter of funding.  We are 

waiting for the State to let us know if we will be funded for remote learning. We do not know if 

this will continue.   
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Mr. Newman asked if there was a cohort of students that were committed for an entire year, 

could we create a plan for their academic needs and get compensated for it?  Is this something 

that we can look at?   Mrs. Tettonis answered it would not be easy to have all of these students 

in one cohort because they are in different grades.  In other words, it would not be easy. 

 

Mrs. Lekas congratulated Mr. Konstantopoulos for having a summer sports program at HCCS-

PS.  

 

Mrs. Lekas asked about the construction at HCCS-SI.  Mrs. Petrakos reported that come 

September, there will be three 1st grade classes and two new 3rd grade classes.  Two new 

classrooms will be created on the second-floor lobby and the third room will be in the room 

known as the landlord’s “Greek room”.  The new rooms are temporary and will be taken down 

once our new building is ready. 

 

Mrs. Lekas also asked how it is going with the Department of Buildings.  Mrs. Petrakos 

informed the Board that the application has been approved but has not been uploaded to the 

DOB portal yet.  Once the permit is released Mrs. Tettonis and Mrs. Capetanakis have been 

planning and are ready to go for a ribbon cutting ceremony.  

 

Mr. Leonardos brought to the attention of the Board that the construction budget might be 

slightly higher due to the increase cost of insurance.   

 

HCCS-PS elevator and air conditioning is estimated to be completed by the first day of school.   

 

There being no unfinished business, Mr. Capetanakis asked for a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Newman.   Mrs. Lekas seconded the motion.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.   

 

The next Board meeting will be held via Zoom Conferencing on July 21, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                               Harvey Newman 

                                                                                       Harvey Newman, Secretary 


